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The aim of this document is to assist groups such as fishing clubs, Tidy Town committees and 

others plan and carry out river projects in their local area. The document:  

  

• Provides guidance on seeking relevant permissions to carry out works. 

• Provides a template for how work should be carried out, using best practice 

examples. 

• Provides a list of relevant and useful contacts. 

• Provides management templates for the protection and enhancement of rivers. 

• Provides a template for recording biodiversity along waterways. 

 

 

1.0 Introduction 
 

Rivers and riparian habitats support a wide range of biodiversity. Many rivers, particularly 

larger rivers, have been compromised by past management activities and by poor water 

quality. However, in recent years, water quality has generally improved, as have 

management practices.  

 

Rivers are important for aquatic and terrestrial wildlife and can be used for recreational 

activities. Many Mayo rivers can have specific designations (for habitats or species), such as 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC). SACs are the main wildlife conservation areas in 

Ireland, and are considered to be important on a European as well as national level. The 

legal basis on which SACs are selected and designated is the EU Habitats Directive, 

transposed into Irish law by the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 

Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011), as amended. 

 

Regulation is important for the management of water catchments.  Community led projects, 

and those that adopt a collaborative approach, which engage all organisations involved in 

river management and conservation, can be very successful in creating a resource that is 

both rich in terms of biodiversity, but also accessible as a community recreational resource.  
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Map showing River Moy Catchment Area 
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2.0 Getting Started 
 

2.1 Step One: Consultation 

Communities, statutory organisations and other key stakeholders need to work together for 

the benefit of the freshwater environment.  Ask yourself why are you doing the project? Is it 

necessary? 

 

1. Talk with your local community about your proposed river project.  

• Is everyone in agreement?  

• Are people willing to help / volunteer to complete the project?  

• Are there any individuals in your community with specific skills that would 

help you complete the project?  

• Do you need permission from the landowner? 

• How will your project be funded? 

2. Sign up to Mayo Public Participation Network (PPN). They will keep you informed of 

funding opportunities and other useful community information. 

3. Compile a simple plan of your project (with map). 

4. Talk to your Local Water Community Officer. Discuss possibility of developing a local 

River Action Plan (RAP) (see below).  

5. Contact your local planning office and attend a pre-planning meeting (see below for 

more details). 

6. Contact your local National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Conservation Ranger 

(see below for more details). 

7. Contact your local Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) office (see below for more details). 

8. Contact your local Office of Public Works (OPW), (see below for more details). 

9. You may also wish to contact the Council’s Heritage Officer and / or the Rural 

Recreation Officer, and/or the Environment office, depending on the nature of your 

project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Who you need to contact 

 

• Contact your local planning office 

• Contact your NPWS local ranger 

• Contact your local OPW office 

• Contact your local IFI office 
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2.2 Step Two: Planning your Project 

 

PRINCIPLES OF RIVERSIDE / RIVER HABITATS MANAGEMENT 

River habitats and riparian zones are naturally rich in wildlife with many natural features 

that add to their charm and appeal to walkers and anglers. Rivers often require minimum 

intervention, in terms of management, to retain them as areas rich in biodiversity. The 

biodiversity a river supports depends not just on the river itself, but also on the river 

corridor and associated riparian (riverside) habitats. For example, too much shade by trees 

can reduced invertebrates and, in turn, fish stocks, while too little shade can have the same 

impact. Tree branches over-hanging the river are important for kingfishers as fishing posts. 

Otters will fish in the river, but they also rely on cover for moving safely along the river 

corridor and for sites for holts and resting areas. Banks can also provide nest sites for sand 

martins and kingfishers. 

  

Whether you are a community group looking to open up access to your local river, or an 

angling group looking to improve access for anglers, there are some management principles 

which should be considered. Managing these areas should be done in a way that enhances 

their natural beauty and does not lead to any loss in biodiversity.  

 

You should consider engaging with your local Community Water Officer at an early stage in 

your project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Water Officers can help you develop a River Action Plan in conjunction with 

relevant agencies.  A River Action Plan is a local plan for your waterbody, that will focus on 

local water quality and promote the protection of the aquatic environment including 

biodiversity. It can be used to manage local waterbodies to protect and restore water 

quality, and can suggest actions that can be undertaken to promote sustainable 

management of our water environment. 

Community Water Officers work closely with local communities, public bodies, Local 

Development Companies and other stakeholders to promote collaboration in the 

management of rivers and other water environments. They can provide technical 

assistance and support to your local community for river projects. Examples of areas 

where they can provide support include: 

• Community engagement around water 

• Riverbank improvement works / halting erosion 

• Restoring wildlife habitats 

• “Solution to pollution” – advice on problems identified 

• Citizen science and monitoring of local rivers 

• River heritage and walks signage and leaflets 

• Invasive species 
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General Management Principles 

• If your river is an SAC (Special Area of Conservation) or SPA (Special Protection Area) 

or close to these protected areas, you are likely to need a screening for Appropriate 

Assessment (AA) before the project proceeds. There is a requirement, under Article 

6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC), to carry out an Appropriate 

Assessment when a plan or project is proposed that may have implications for the 

conservation of a Natura 2000 site (SAC, SPA etc) (see Appendix 1).  

• Compile a method statement for any work being carried out (see Appendix 2 for an 

example). 

• Minimal intervention is often the best option. It is desirable to maintain the 

character of river banks without clearing too much vegetation, which will cause too 

much disturbance and lead to loss of biodiversity. 

• Ideally, management work should be done by hand and without the need to use 

machinery. 

• Avoid using herbicides or pesticides (see Section 4 on invasive species, page 21). 

• Operatives working along rivers should have appropriate health and safety training 

(see section on Health and Safety, page 22). Complete Safety at Work form 

www.hsa.ie/eng/Publications_and_Forms/Publications/Safe_System_of_Work_Plan

_SSWP_/SSWP_Ground_Works_Form.html 

• Take before and after photographs to document the work. 

 

Footpaths / Access  

• Ideally natural green footpaths should be retained without the need to import any 

kind of new material like gravel etc. 

• Overhanging branches or fallen trees should only be removed to clear access to 

paths or if a health and safety concern. All wood cut should be piled into log / habitat 

piles and brash piles in the vicinity. 

• Ideally stiles and gates should be made from natural materials or recycled plastic if 

appropriate. 

• Appropriate fencing can keep walkers and livestock from interacting and fencing can 

also benefit the riparian zone by preventing overgrazing by livestock. 

 

Tunnelling 

• Tunnelling is defined as “the excessive shading of a channel by bankside vegetation 

to a point where its salmonid carrying capacity has been reduced”. 

• However, riverside trees and shrubs are important as they provide bank stability and 

prevent excessive erosion. They also provide shade for the river, which prevents high 

summer water temperatures and gives places for fish to hide. The also provide 

decaying vegetation to the water channel which is a food source to some macro-

invertebrates. 
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• Where trees have entirely been removed from riparian zones the river banks suffer 

excessive erosion. In turn, the river channel suffers physical and ecological 

degradation. 

• Overhanging branches or fallen trees should only be removed if impeding flow of the 

river or for health and safety concerns. All wood cut should be piled into log / habitat 

piles and brash piles in the vicinity 

• River obstacles can be reported using the free River Obstacles App (see Section 8 

resources for link). 

• There are certain times of year when it is illegal to clear, or cut back vegetation, 

under the Wildlife Act. 

 

Bank maintenance 

• Any bank maintenance should be agreed with Inland Fisheries officers. 

 

 

Do’s and don’ts for planning your project  
 

Do 

• Consult with relevant organisations (see Step one above). 

• Engage with your local Community Water Officer. 

• Complete a survey of the river project area to determine what work is require. This 

can be done with your Community Water Officer. 

• Do a drawing or sketch of proposed works to specifically demonstrate what is being 

proposed. Clearly outline the various elements/categories involved in the project 

and where they are being done. 

• Map and record any invasive species in the project area. 

• Visit other communities that have successfully run similar projects. 

• Make sure relevant insurance is in place. 

• Some projects will require the advice of suitably qualified personal (e.g. Community 

Water Officer, fisheries officer, ecologist, Rural Recreation Officer etc.). 
 

Don’t 

• Don’t start any work until you have the relevant permissions. 

• Avoid use of heavy machines (e.g. diggers etc.) along water courses and river banks. 

• Don’t undertake any management where invasive species are present, in particular, 

Japanese knotweed or Himalayan balsam, without first having an invasive species 

survey and management plan completed by a suitably qualified person. 

• Ideally avoid import of path materials such as gravel etc. 

• Avoid use of herbicides or pesticides.  
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2.3 Step 3: Obtaining Planning Permission 

 

The majority of projects that your community group may be thinking of doing along your 

local river will require consultation with Mayo County Council, Planning Office.  

 

If your proposed work is likely to have any impact on a SAC, SPA or NHA (Natural Heritage 

Area) it will require planning permission. 

 

It is advised that you attend a pre-planning meeting / clinic to discuss your project with the 

local planner prior to seeking planning permission. These clinics are held at local council 

offices every Wednesday from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm. No prior appointment is necessary. You 

can attend any of the following offices. 

 

    Mayo County Council, Aras an Chontae, The Mall, Castlebar 

    Mayo County Council, Arran Place, Ballina. 

    Mayo County Council, Ballinrobe Road, Westport 

    Mayo County Council, Church Road, Belmullet 

    Mayo County Council, Kilmaine Road, Ballinrobe 

    Mayo County Council, Kilcolman Road, Claremorris 

    Mayo County Council, Station Road, Swinford 

 

Once you have had your meeting, and determined if planning permission is required, you 

will need to do the following: -  

• Obtain a planning application form (see www.mayococo.ie/en/Planning/Forms/). 

• Advertise proposed application in any of the newspapers and submit planning notice 

with application within 14 days of the advertisement (see Appendix 3 for sample).  

• Place a Site Notice adjacent to the site.  

• Attach appropriate documents to application form (including maps, photographs and 

permissions / letters from other authorities, e. g. NPWS, method statements etc.).  

• Submit completed application form together with appropriate fee.  

 

 

 

  



Moy Valley Trust in association with East Mayo Anglers Association  9 
 

2.4 Step 4 – Contact NPWS 

 

NPWS is part of the Heritage Division of the Department of Culture, Heritage, and the 

Gaeltacht. They are responsible for the conservation of a representative range of 

ecosystems in Ireland, with a view to maintaining and enhancing populations of flora and 

fauna. NPWS also designate and advise on the protection of habitats and species identified 

for nature conservation (Natural Heritage Areas (NHA), Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) 

and Special Protection Areas (SPA) having regard to the need to consult with interested 

parties. NPWS make the necessary arrangements for the implementation of National and EU 

legislation and policies for nature conservation and biodiversity including the EU Habitats 

and Birds Directives, and for the ratification and implementation of the range of 

international Conventions and Agreements relating to the natural heritage. In addition, 

NPWS manage National Parks and Nature Reserves and promote awareness of natural 

heritage and biodiversity issues. 

 

The majority of Mayo rivers are part of, or adjacent to, a Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC), a Special Protection area (SPA) or a Natural Heritage Area (NHA). 

 

Contact your local NPWS ranger (contact details in Contacts section) and ask for a meeting. 

In the meantime, check what designation your river has.  

 

Maps of SACs, SPAs and NHAs are displayed in local offices of NPWS, the Planning Offices of 

local authorities, Teagasc/AES offices, Garda Stations and offices of the Department of 

Social & Family Affairs. Maps are also available for consultation in County Libraries or online 

at NPWS.ie. 

 

 
River Gweestion 
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You can search under the protected sites section, but it is easier to go to the maps and data 

section on the NPWS website. Here you can use the NPWS mapviewer tool. 

https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will then get this page, and you can zoom in to your area. 
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If the river in question, falls within an NHA, SAC and/or SPA, you are likely to need 

permission from one of the statutory authorities to carry out activities. Your proposed 

project may come under a list of activities known as Notifiable Actions. These Notifiable 

Actions vary depending on the type of habitat or species that is, or may be, present on the 

site. If you are the landowner, you will have been sent copies of the Notifiable Actions that 

are relevant to your lands. If you are not the landowner, you will need to check what 

notifiable actions may exist for your area. You can check Notifiable Actions on the following 

website:  

www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions 

 

 

EXAMPLES OF NOTIFIABLE ACTIONS 

 

Notifiable Actions for “Rivers and Streams” may include any of the following: 

• Planting of trees or any other species within 30m of the river or stream. 

• Removal of trees or any aquatic vegetation within 30m of the river or stream. 

• Use of any pesticide or herbicide in the river or stream or within 30m of the river or 

stream. 

• Burning any materials within 30m of the river or stream. 

• Alteration of the banks, channel, bed or flow of the river or stream. 

• Harvesting or burning of reed or willow. 

• Causing siltation. 

• Operation of commercial recreation facilities (e.g. bird watching tours). 

• Introduction (or re-introduction) into the wild of plants or animals of species not 

currently found in the area. 

 

Note: A full list of Notifiable Actions for “Rivers and Streams” are given in Appendix 4.  

 

Notifiable Actions for “Salmon, River lamprey, Fresh water pearl mussel, white clawed cray 

fish” may include any of the following: 

 

• Reclamation, infilling, ploughing, or land drainage within 30m of the river or stream. 

• Reseeding, planting of trees or any other species within 30m of the river or stream. 

• Removal of trees or any aquatic vegetation within 30m of the river or stream. 

• Use of any pesticide or herbicide in the river or stream or within 30m of the river or 

stream. 

• Dumping rubbish or other materials or disposing of any chemicals or wastes in 

streams or rivers or into water-courses running into them. 

• Dumping, burning or storing any materials within 30m of the river or stream 

including the land spreading of used pesticides (e.g. sheep dip). 

http://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions
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• Alteration of the banks, channel, bed or flow of the river or stream. 

• Harvesting or burning of reed or willow. 

• Causing siltation. 

 

Note: A full list of habitat and species with Notifiable Actions is given in Appendix 4.  

 

Consulting with NPWS Conservation Ranger 

The above activities are not prohibited but require that you consult with your local 

Conservation Ranger in advance of doing any work. If the site is a designated site, written 

prior notice is required to be given to the Minister three months before undertaking any 

notifiable activities.  

 

The appropriate application form for consent for a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), 

Special Protection Area (SPA) and/or a Natural Heritage Area (NHA) and a list of Notifiable 

Actions according to habitats can be viewed here 

www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions 

 

An example of an application form is given is Appendix 5. 

 

To complete the application form, you must outline the nature of the operation/activity for 

which the permission is sought. It is important to give as much details as possible and to 

include a map indicating where the work is being carried out. It is useful to also include 

photographs. See example below for installing a new foot stile along a river path. See also 

Appendix 5 for a completed form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature of the operation/activity for which the permission is sought (give as full 

details as possible): 

The community group is installing a new stile along the river path to aid 

access to the footpath. We will be using a recycled plastic stile (Murray 

Recycling) and it will be installed using hand tools only.  

For more information see the attached detailed methods statement. 

http://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions
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Some notifiable actions require permission from other statutory authorities 

 

Some activities often require a licence or consent from another statutory authority other 

than NPWS (e.g. Mayo County Council, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine).  

 

However, if such activities are not regulated by another statutory authority, the activities 

are required to be notified to the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment. 

 

Examples of such activities include the following:  

• Removal of soil, mud, gravel, sand or mineral. 

• Developing roads or car parks. 

• Construction of fences, buildings or embankment. 

• Afforestation. 

• Felling trees . 

• Bank maintenance and grading. 

• Creation of weirs and dams. 

• Developing leisure facilities including sports pitches, caravan or camping facilities. 

 

 

 

IF YOU ARE NOT THE LANDOWNER 

If you are not the landowner, are you the lease or title holder? Do you need to get 

permission from the landowner to carry out the works? Once the landowner has given you 

permission you must go through the same procedure as Step 1 above. 

 

For projects that get funding from other organisations you will require a written landowner 

agreement of no less than five years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Moy Valley Trust in association with East Mayo Anglers Association  15 
 

2.5 Step Five – Contact Inland Fisheries Ireland  

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), is the state agency responsible for the protection, management 

and conservation of Ireland's inland fisheries and sea angling resources. 

 

It is important to contact IFI to discuss your proposed project. Before meeting with IFI, have 

a map/sketch of proposed works to show what your project proposes. Clearly outline the 

various elements/categories involved in the project. 

 

In County Mayo your local IFI contact is:  

 

Declan Cooke, Fisheries Inspector 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

Ardnaree House, Abbey St., Ballina, Co. Mayo, F26 K029  

 

Tel         +353 (0)96 21332 

Fax:      +353 (0)96 78850 

Email    declan.cooke@fisheriesireland.ie 

 

 

If your project requires operations within the watercourse then IFI will require Section 59 

Authorisation. 

 

Many projects (and particularly those seeking IFI funding) will require a screening for 

Appropriate Assessment. There is a requirement, under Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats 

Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC), to carry out an Appropriate Assessment when a plan or 

project is proposed that may have implications for the conservation of a Natura 2000 site 

(SAC, SPA etc).  See Appendix 1 for detailed explanation of the Appropriate Assessment 

process. 

 

IFI have some funding for fisheries projects. For angling groups there may be funding 

available for development projects and other sponsorship initiatives through a number of 

sources. These include Inland Fisheries Ireland programmes, Waterway's Ireland funding, 

Heritage scheme grants etc. 

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland runs several funding programmes each year. These relate to funds 

accumulated through the sales of salmon licences (Conservation Fund), etc. Full details of 

these programmes can be found on the IFI website. 

 

www.fisheriesireland.ie/Angling-Information/funding-for-fisheries-projects.html 
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2.6 Step Six – Contact OPW  

 

The Office of Public Works (OPW) is the lead agency for flood risk management. They are 

also responsible for the management of the Estate Portfolio (including some 780 National 

Monuments). Their primary functions under flood risk management are:  

• To develop and deliver on flood risk management work programmes and measures. 

• To maintain an effective programme of maintenance of river courses drained under 

the provisions of the Arterial Drainage Acts. 

• To advise the Government on flood risk management and flood risk management 

policy. 

 

Under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945 the OPW undertook several arterial drainage schemes 

to improve land for agricultural production. The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain these 

schemes, which is delivered through their arterial drainage maintenance programme. The 

OPW does not have powers to undertake river or channel maintenance other than where 

these rivers form part of an arterial drainage scheme or flood relief schemes. Drainage 

Districts are areas where drainage schemes to improve land for agricultural purposes were 

constructed. The duty of maintenance for these lies with the Local Authorities concerned. In 

other areas, the responsibility for the condition of the channel and riverbanks typically rests 

with the riparian owner. 

 

It is important to consult with your local OPW office about your proposed project. Where 

the OPW maintains channels or embankments, a 5m (minor channels) or 10m (main 

channels) wide strip needs to be retained for ongoing access and maintenance. This strip 

should be accessible to mechanical plant and should not be landscaped, paved or otherwise 

developed in a manner that would prevent access. 

 

To view if a channel is an OPW channel, or if it’s within a drainage district area use the 

mapviewer at http://maps.opw.ie/drainage/  

 

Will your project result in alteration of a water course or involve any kind of construction? 

Under the Arterial Drainage Acts, 1945 and 1995, and SI 122/2010 Regulations, construction 

and alteration of watercourses, bridges, weirs and embankments require the prior consent 

of the OPW.  These legal requirements mainly serve to ensure that proposed construction 

and alteration projects do not increase the risk of flooding or have a negative impact on 

drainage of land. 

 

Will your project increase flood risk or in a flood risk area? 

No project should be undertaken that may increase the flood risk (e.g. creating a weir). You 

can check if your project is in a flood risk area by checking out the OPW Flood Risk Map 

www.floodinfo.ie/map/floodmaps/ 

http://maps.opw.ie/drainage/
http://www.floodinfo.ie/map/floodmaps/
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2.7 Additional requirements that may be required for projects 

 

• Landowner Agreement permitting access to enable site development. 

• Public Access Agreement. 

• If there is any architectural heritage or historic monuments sites, boundaries and 

connections you may require a letter or written evidence of consultation with 

National Monuments/Inventory of Architectural Heritage. 

• Health and safety statement (see page 12 below.). 

• Insurance for community group (public liability, employers liability) 

• Insurance of contractors (public liability, employers liability, contractors all risk, 

professional indemnity). 

• Tax certificate clearance / e-cert 

• Approval from ESB (unlikely in Co Mayo). 

• Approval from Bord na Mona (unlikely in Co Mayo). 

• Approval from Irish Water. 

 

 

 

 

 
River Gweestion 
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3.0 Recording Biodiversity  

 

Rivers and riparian habitats support a wide range of biodiversity. Collecting biodiversity data 

helps communities learn more about their local environment. Having baseline data can 

allow communities to show that improvements they have made along riparian habitats have 

had a positive effect on biodiversity. Biodiversity can also be a tourist attraction particularly 

if rare, or unusual species are present. However, even common fauna associated with river 

habitats, for example, otters and kingfishers, appeal to many people. 

 

The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) is a national organisation for the collection, 

collation, management, analysis and dissemination of data on Ireland’s biological diversity. 

The centre uses a simple biodiversity recording system that can be used by members of the 

public to record biodiversity. Biodiversity information can be submitted online or through 

the National Biodiversity Data Centre biodiversity App. A simple biodiversity record form is 

given on appendix 6 to help individuals / communities record relevant biodiversity 

information. 

 

Step by Step process for recording biodiversity 

 

Log onto the National Biodiversity Data Centre website: 

www.biodiversityireland.ie/ 

 

Click on the Ireland’s Citizen Science Portal – submit sightings. 

 

 
 

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
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You will be directed to the Start Recording page. Click on which ever group of species you 

are recording. If you are submitting a kingfisher record click on birds, or an otter click on 

mammals, and so on. In the example below, we will record a kingfisher. 

 

 
 

Record information in the table, including your name, the record date, location (ideally the 

townland), your email, the county, spatial reference (explained below), what species you 

saw, what it was doing, a photo if you have one, and abundance (how many you saw). 
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You can get the spatial reference by clicking on the map for getting grid reference. First 

zoom in to your area. You can change from “Map View” to “Satellite View” depending on 

your preference. 

 

 
 

 

On map click on the location of the record. The grid reference will automatically appear on 

the map and on the table. 
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Make sure to save your record by toggling down to the end of the page, and pressing “Save 

Record”. 

 

 
 

 

 

Alternatively, you can download the app to record biodiversity. 

 

iPhone App 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/biodiversity-data-capture/id906361120?mt=8 

 

Android App 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nbdc.mobile.biodiversity 

 

 

Using the Biodiversity Maps function you can also produce a report to see what species 

have been recorded in your area, or alternatively search for specific records, e.g. otter. 
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4.0 Invasive Species 
 

There are several plants and animal invasive species that are present in, or adjacent to, our 

waterways. It is important to be aware what these species are, and the actions required to 

prevent their spread. It is an offence to cause the spread of Invasive species. They are 

species that have been introduced (deliberately or accidentally) by humans and that have a 

negative impact on the economy, wildlife or habitats of Ireland. 

 

Examples of invasive plants that are found along rivers in Mayo 

Japanese Knotweed 

Himalayan Balsam 

Winter Heliotrope 

Rhododendron 

Gunnera (Giant rhubarb) 

Giant Hogweed 

 

 

Crayfish plague (Aphanomyces astaci) is a highly infectious disease of our native crayfish. So 

far, it has not been reported in Mayo Rivers but it is present in other parts of Ireland. See 

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/crayfish-plague-2017/ for more information. 

 

Pacific or Pink Humpback Salmon (Oncorhynchus gorbuscha). This species has been 

reported in sever Mayo and Galway Rivers, including the River Moy, the River Corrib, the 

Cong River, the Erriff River and Owengarve River. For more information see 

https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Notices/pink-salmon-non-native-fish-species-alert.html 

 

Coypu are large semi-aquatic, plant eating rodents that can be confused with otters. They 

have been recorded in southern Ireland. See http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/coypu-

species-alert/ for more information. 

 

Note: The spread of these invasives is often caused by operatives not cleaning their 

equipment properly when they move from one site to another.  

 

 

For more information on invasive plants check out:  

invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/11/Field_guide_to_invasive_species_in_Ireland_booklet.pdf 

  

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/crayfish-plague-2017/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Notices/pink-salmon-non-native-fish-species-alert.html
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/coypu-species-alert/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/coypu-species-alert/
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5.0 Health & Safety Guidance 
 

Surveying, or working on or near rivers, streams or any other body of water is potentially 

hazardous. When doing any work along rivers and water courses, health and safety must be 

a priority. Please check the Health and Safety Authority website - www.hsa.ie/eng/ for more 

information. Use the safe systems at work form before carrying out any work – 

(www.hsa.ie/eng/Publications_and_Forms/Publications/Safe_System_of_Work_Plan_SSWP

_/SSWP_Ground_Works_Form.html). 

 

General points 

People working along water courses should be physically fit and must have adequate 

personal protective equipment (PPE) i.e. appropriate footwear and waterproof jacket and 

trousers. Ideally footwear should have cleated, felt or studded soles. Waders or wellington 

boots must be worn when surveying or working from the channel. Every effort should be 

made to minimise risks in the field and the following guidelines should be followed: 

• Inform someone where you are going and what time you will be back. 

• Be aware of weather conditions before setting out. 

• Life jackets should be worn when working in or near rivers. 

• Do not work alone. 

• Be aware of flow conditions. Do not enter a river, or complete bankside works in 

spate flow. 

• What are ground conditions like – is bank stable? Is there bank erosion? 

• Avoid steep, unstable and overhanging banks. 

• Look out for hazards both along bank and in channel. For example, barbed wire, 

broken glass, sharp metal, or pollutants. 

• Do livestock have access to river bank? Are they potential threat e.g. bulls, mothers 

with young etc. 

• Do not enter the water if the river bed is not visible. 

• If entering the channel, take into account the depth, flow and temperature of water, 

conditions under foot (e.g. substrate, algae) and entry/exit points.  Check for any 

potential obstructions. 

• If in the channel, use a ranging pole or wading stick to check depth and substrate. 

• Never enter a culvert. 

• Make sure to wash your hands before eating or drinking when working on or near a 

river bank. 

• Wear the right clothes for both the job and the weather conditions. 

• Carry a basic first-aid kit and hand-wipes. 

• Carry a charged mobile telephone. 

• Be aware of water borne infections such as Weil’s Disease and Lyme Disease. 

 

 

http://www.hsa.ie/eng/
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Weil’s Disease 

Weil’s Disease, also known as Leptospirosis, is an acute, infectious disease. It is caused by 

different types of one bacteria of which there are over 200 known strains. Weil’s Disease is 

spread in the urine of infected animals (wild and domestic), and in water or soil 

contaminated with infected urine. The bacteria thrive in wet and moist conditions and can 

survive for months in stagnant water or wet soil. 

 

Contracting the Disease 

The infection enters through broken, grazed or cut skin especially on the hands and feet and 

sometimes through the lining of the mouth, nose and eyes. It can also be picked up while 

wading or swimming in infected water. 

 

Symptoms 

The symptoms of leptospirosis usually develop abruptly 7 to 14 days after exposure to the 

leptospira bacteria. However, it is possible for symptoms to develop from 3 days to 30 days 

after exposure. Symptoms may include fever, headaches, chills, severe muscle pain in the 

calves and thighs, vomiting, diarrhoea and bloodshot eyes. Sometimes the fever may 

fluctuate and other symptoms such as a rash, jaundice, confusion, depression, kidney 

failure, liver failure and meningitis may occur.  

 

Precautions when working near water 

• As infection may enter through breaks in the skin, ensure that any cut, scratch or 
abrasion is thoroughly cleansed and covered with a waterproof plaster. 

• Avoid rubbing your eyes, nose and mouth during work. 

• Clean protective clothing, footwear and equipment etc. after use, after work, and 
particularly before taking food or drink, wash hands thoroughly. 

 

Above information adapted from https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/az/l/leptospirosis/ and 

www.iws.ie/inland-waterways-safety/subpage.513.html 

 

 

For more information see: 

www.hse.ie/eng/health/az/l/leptospirosis/ 
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Lyme disease 

Lyme disease is a bacterial infection that is spread to human by infected ticks. Ticks are 
small, spider-shaped creatures that feed on the blood of mammals, including humans. 

Contracting the disease 
The best way to prevent getting Lyme disease is to be aware of the risks when you visit 
areas where ticks are likely to be found, and to take sensible precautions.  
 
You can reduce the risk of infection by: 

• Being aware of ticks and which areas they normally live in. 

• Wearing appropriate clothing in tick-infested areas (a long-sleeve shirt and trousers 
tucked into your socks). 

• Using insect repellents. 

• Inspecting your skin for ticks, particularly at the end of the day, including your head, 
neck, and skin folds (armpits, groin, and waistband). 

• Checking that ticks are not brought home on your clothes. 

Symptoms 
The symptoms of early-stage Lyme disease develop between 3-30 days after being bitten by 

an infected tick. The most common symptom of early-stage Lyme disease is the appearance 

of a distinctive skin rash. The rash looks like a bull's eye and develops at the site of the tick 

bite. The skin affected by the rash will look red and feel slightly raised to the touch. The size 

of the rash can range from between 2-30 cm (0.7-12 inches).  

 

Other symptoms of early-stage Lyme disease include: fatigue, muscle pain, joint pain, 

headache, fever and/or chills, and neck stiffness. 

 

Above information adapted from www.hse.ie/eng/health/az/l/lyme-disease/ 

 

For more information see:  

www.hse.ie/eng/health/az/l/lyme-disease/ 
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6.0 Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Do I need planning permission? 

Generally, you need planning permission for any development of land or property unless the 

development is exempt. The term “development” includes the carrying out of works 

(building, demolition, or alteration) on land or buildings and making significant change to 

the use of land or buildings. 

 

Exempt development is development for which planning permission is not required. 

Categories of exempted development are set out in planning law. There are usually certain 

thresholds relating to, for example, size or height of buildings.  

 

If your proposed work is likely to have any impact on a SAC, SPA or NHA it will require 

planning permission even if it is an exempt development. 

 

If you are unsure whether your project requires planning permission it is best to contact the 

Planning Department at Mayo County Council or attend a local planning clinic to check. 

 

Mayo County Council Planning Section 

Phone: (094) 9047204  

Email: planning@mayococo.ie 

Open: 9.00 am - 1.00 pm and 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday. 

 

 

 

There is a pollution incident on our river, who do we contact? 
EPA have an app you can use to report incidences of pollution. 

www.epa.ie/enforcement/report/seeit/ 

 

EPA also operate a 24-hour National Environmental Complaints Line (NECL) 1850 365 121 

where you can also report issues such as water pollution, fly tipping, and littering. All calls 

are answered by dedicated staff who will pass the reported information to the relevant local 

authorities.  

 

Alternatively, you can contact Mayo County Council directly 

www.mayococo.ie/en/Services/Environment/ 

Tel. (094) 9024444 (between 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm) 

 

www.mayococo.ie/en/Services/Environment/ComplaintsandEnforcement/MakeaComplaint

Online/SubmitAComplaint/ 

http://www.epa.ie/enforcement/report/seeit/
http://www.mayococo.ie/en/Services/Environment/
http://www.mayococo.ie/en/Services/Environment/ComplaintsandEnforcement/MakeaComplaintOnline/SubmitAComplaint/
http://www.mayococo.ie/en/Services/Environment/ComplaintsandEnforcement/MakeaComplaintOnline/SubmitAComplaint/
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What is a Notifiable Actions? 

A Notifiable Action is an activity for which you will probably need permission from NPWS, 

IFI, Mayo County Council etc. 

 

Examples of Notifiable Actions include  

• Use of herbicide or pesticide within river or stream or within 30m of river or stream 

• Reclamation, infilling, ploughing within 30m of the river or stream 

• Land drainage within 30m of the river or stream 

• Reseeding within 30m of the river or stream 

• Planting of trees or any other species within 30m of the river or stream 

• Removal of trees or any aquatic vegetation within 30m of the river or stream 

• Dumping of rubbish or other materials or disposing of wastes in rivers or streams or 

into any water-courses running into them 

• Dumping, burning or storing any materials within 30m of the river or stream 

including the land spreading of used pesticides 

• Any alteration of the banks, channel, bed or flow of the river or stream 

• Harvesting or burning of reed or willow 

• Causing siltation 

(for full list - please also see www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-

actions/listed-habitats-and-species): 

 

 

Why do we need a maintenance plan for the project? 

Whether you are starting a new project, or enhancing an existing project, it is important to 

have a maintenance plan in place. Often community groups get funding / grants for the 

initial project and do not consider the long-term maintenance or sustainability of the 

project. It should be remembered that maintenance is often costly. Some maintenance, for 

example, the use of herbicides, also has implications for the management of sites 

particularly if they are sites designated for nature conservation. 

 

If ongoing maintenance involves any of the following, you need to get agreement from 

NPWS. If in doubt, speak to your local Conservation Ranger: 

• Use of herbicides or pesticides 

• Use of machinery 

• Cutting of trees 

• Any activity that will cause siltation 

• Removal of invasive species 

 

 

http://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions/listed-habitats-and-species
http://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions/listed-habitats-and-species
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What is the Rural Recreation Programme? 

The Rural Recreation Programme enables the South West Mayo Development Company to 

employ a Rural Recreation Officer.  The responsibilities of the officer include the following: 

• Promoting and encouraging the development, delivery and improvement of 

recreational projects, infrastructure and activities including land, water and air-

based activities. 

• Development, improvement and promotion of other outdoor recreational activities, 

including mountain access. 

• Management of the Walks Scheme. 

 

  



 

Moy Valley Trust in association with East Mayo Anglers Association  29 
 

7.0 Useful Contacts 
 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

Declan Cooke, Fisheries Inspector 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

Ardnaree House, Abbey St., Ballina, Co. Mayo 

 

Tel.: 096 21332 

Fax: 096 78850 

Email: declan.cooke@fisheriesireland.ie 

 

 

Local Authority Waters and Communities Office 

Mick Kane, Community Water Officer 

Local Authority Waters and Communities Office 

Mayo County Council 

Aras an Chontae, The Mall, Castlebar, County Mayo 

 

Mobile 085 8083064   

Email: mkane@lawco.ie 

 

 

Mayo County Council, Planning 

Iain Douglas, Senior Planner 

Mayo County Council, Aras an Chontae 

Castlebar, Co Mayo 

 

Tel.: 094 9064008  

Email: idouglas@mayococo.ie 

Email: planning@mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mayo County Council, Heritage 

Deirdre Cunningham, Heritage Officer 

Mayo County Council, Áras an Chontae 

Castlebar, Co Mayo 

 

Tel.: 094 9024444 

Email: heritageofficer@mayococo.ie 

 

 

mailto:declan.cooke@fisheriesireland.ie
mailto:mkane@lawco.ie
mailto:idouglas@mayococo.ie
mailto:planning@mayococo.ie
mailto:heritageofficer@mayococo.ie
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Mayo County Council, Environment, Climate Action & Agriculture Department 

Second Floor, Mayo County Council 

Áras an Chontae, The Mall 

Castlebar, Co Mayo 

 

Tel.: 094 9024444 

Email: Environment@mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mayo Public Participation Network (PPN) 

Mayo County Council 

Cedar House, Moneen 

Castlebar, County Mayo 

 

Email: office@mayoppn.net 

 

 

Moy Valley River Trust 

Gary Smyth 

Moy Valley River Trust 

Admiral House, Foxford, Co Mayo 

 

Tel.: 086 8384684 

Email: moytrust@gmail.com 

 

 

National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Susan Callaghan, District Conservation Officer 

National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Ballycroy National Park, Lagduff Mór, Ballycroy 

Westport, Co. Mayo 

 

Tel : 0761 002 520 

Mobile: 087 2316386 

Email: Susan.Callaghan@chg.gov.ie 

 

Local Conservation Ranger (SE Mayo) 

Brian Reidy 

Email: Brian.Reidy@chg.gov.ie 

 

mailto:Environment@mayococo.ie
mailto:office@mayoppn.net
mailto:moytrust@gmail.com
mailto:Susan.Callaghan@chg.gov.ie
mailto:Brian.Reidy@chg.gov.ie
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Local Conservation Ranger (NE Mayo) 

James Kilroy 

Email: James.Kilroy@chg.gov.ie 

 

 

Office of Public Works 

OPW Regional Office 

Foxford Road, Ballina, Co Mayo 

 

Tel.: 096 22065 

Email: info@opw.ie 

 

 

Rural Recreation Officer 

Martin Dillane 

Southwest Mayo Development Company 

Carey Walsh Building, Georges Street, 

Newport, Co Mayo 

 

Tel. 098 41950 

Email: info@southmayo.com 

  

mailto:James.Kilroy@chg.gov.ie
mailto:info@opw.ie
mailto:info@southmayo.com
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8.0 Useful references / resources / web resources 
 

Early J, McDowell S, Caffrey J, O’Callaghan D, Meenan K, Toomath C, Fitzsimons B & Kelly J  

(2009). Field Guide to Invasive Species in Ireland. 2nd Edition. NIEA 

 

HSA Safe Systems at work form 

www.hsa.ie/eng/Publications_and_Forms/Publications/Safe_System_of_Work_Plan_SSWP_

/SSWP_Ground_Works_Form.html 

 

Local Authority Waters and Communities Office: River Action Plan Guidance Document 

Draft document 

 

O’Grady, M. F., Channels and Challenges. Enhancing Salmonid Rivers. Irish Freshwater 

Fisheries Ecology and Management Series: Number 4. Central Fisheries Board, Dublin, 

Ireland 
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Web Resources 
 

Birdwatch Ireland 

www.birdwatchireland.ie/ 

 

Blueways Ireland 

www.bluewaysireland.org/ 

 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

www.epa.ie/ 

 

Fisheries Ireland 

www.fisheriesireland.ie/ 

www.fisheriesireland.ie/Angling-Information/funding-for-fisheries-projects.html 

 

Health and safety Authority 

www.hsa.ie/eng/ 

 

Invasive Species Ireland (ISI) 

www.invasivespeciesireland.com/ 

 

Irish Grid reference locator site 

www.gridreference.ie/ 

 

Irish trails 

www.irishtrails.ie/Home/ 

 

Irish Water Safety 

www.iws.ie/ 

 

Irish Wild Flowers 

www.irishwildflowers.ie/ 

 

National Biodiversity Data Centre 

www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/ 

 

National Parks and Wildlife Service 

www.npws.ie/ 

 

Mayo County Council Planning Department 

www.mayococo.ie/en/Planning/ 

http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/
http://www.bluewaysireland.org/
http://www.epa.ie/
http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/
http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Angling-Information/funding-for-fisheries-projects.html
http://www.hsa.ie/eng/
http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/
http://www.gridreference.ie/
http://www.irishtrails.ie/Home/
http://www.iws.ie/
http://www.irishwildflowers.ie/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/
http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.mayococo.ie/en/Planning/
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Mayo Public Participation Network 

www.mayoppn.net/index.html 

 

Moy Valley River Trust 

www.moytrust.wordpress.com 

 

River Basin Management Plan 

www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/river-basin-management-plans/river-basin-

management-plan-2018-2021 

 

River Obstacles App 

www.catchments.ie/help-map-river-obstacles/  

 

Rural Recreation Programme 

www.southmayo.com/index.php/programmes/rural-recreation-and-walks-scheme 

 

See it Say It App 

www.epa.ie/enforcement/report/seeit/ 

 

The Waters and Communities Office 

www.watersandcommunities.ie/ 

 

The Water and Communities Information Booklet 

www.watersandcommunities.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/A5-booklet-print-version.pdf 

 

Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

www.ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html 

 

Wild Flowers of Ireland 

www.wildflowersofireland.net/ 

 

  

http://www.mayoppn.net/index.html
http://www.moytrust.wordpress.com/
https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/river-basin-management-plans/river-basin-management-plan-2018-2021
https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/river-basin-management-plans/river-basin-management-plan-2018-2021
http://www.catchments.ie/help-map-river-obstacles/
http://www.southmayo.com/index.php/programmes/rural-recreation-and-walks-scheme
http://www.epa.ie/enforcement/report/seeit/
http://www.watersandcommunities.ie/
http://www.watersandcommunities.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/A5-booklet-print-version.pdf
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/
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9.0 Glossary 
 

 

Biodiversity is the variety of plant and animal life. A high level of biodiversity is considered 

to be important and desirable 

 

Blueways - A network of water trails at which you can to experience a variety of water 

based activities, such as kayaking and walking, in a safe controlled environment. 

 

NHA – Natural Heritage Area, this is an area considered important for the habitats present 

or which holds species of plants and animals whose habitat needs protection. 

 

Notifiable action - In NHAs, SACs and SPAs, certain activities or operations that might be 

damaging can only be carried out with the permission of the Minister. They vary depending 

on the type of habitat that is present on the site. 

PPN – Public Participation Network. Ensures public participation and representation in the 
Environmental, Social Inclusion & Voluntary Sectors 

Riparian – habitats adjacent to rivers and streams 

SAC – Special Area of Conservation. These are prime wildlife conservation areas in the 

country, considered to be important on a European as well as Irish level. Most Special Areas 

of Conservation (SACs) are in the countryside, although a few sites reach into town or city 

landscapes, such as Dublin Bay and Cork Harbour. Conservation management plans are 

available for many SACs and as additional ones are approved they will be posted. 

The legal basis on which SACs are selected and designated is the EU Habitats Directive, 
transposed into Irish law by the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011), as amended. 

The Directive lists certain habitats and species that must be protected within SACs. Irish 
habitats include raised bogs, blanket bogs, turloughs, sand dunes, machair (flat sandy plains 
on the north and west coasts), heaths, lakes, rivers, woodlands, estuaries and sea inlets. The 
25 Irish species which must be afforded protection include Salmon, Otter, Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel, Bottlenose Dolphin and Killarney Fern. 

The areas chosen as SAC in Ireland cover an area of approximately 13,500 sq. km. Roughly 
53% is land, the remainder being marine or large lakes.  

 

 

https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/conservation-management-planning
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/477/made/en/pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/477/made/en/pdf
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SPA – Special Protected Area. Ireland is required under the terms of the EU Birds Directive 

(2009/147/EC) to designate Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for the protection of 

endangered species of wild birds. 

• Listed rare and vulnerable species.  

• Regularly occurring migratory species, such as ducks, geese and waders.  

• Wetlands, especially those of international importance, which attract large numbers 
of migratory birds each year.  

In Ireland a programme to identify and designate SPA sites has been in place since 1985 and 
a review of the Irish network of SPA sites had identified a number of sites that required re-
notification. 

The necessary SPA survey work has been undertaken and all of Ireland’s list of 154 SPAs 
have been notified to landowners and published (classified) in a fashion that is consistent 
with the requirements of the Birds Directive. 

 

 

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA is an independent public body established 

under the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992. The other main instruments from 

which the EPA derive their mandate are the Waste Management Act, 1996, and the 

Protection of the Environment Act, 2003 and Radiological Protection (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 2014. 
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10.0 Appendices 

 

Appendix 1 

 

The Appropriate Assessment Process 

 

Introduction 

Natura 2000 is a European network of important ecological sites. The EU Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EEC) placed an obligation on Member States of the EU to establish the Natura 2000 

network. The network is made up of Special Protection Areas (SPAs), established under the 

EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC), and SACs, established under the Habitats Directive itself. 

Ireland's contribution to Natura 2000 is being created under the European Communities 

(Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997 (S.I. 94 of 1997 as amended by S.I. 233 of 1998 and S.I. 

378 of 2005). These regulations transpose the EU directives into Irish national Law. 

 

There is a requirement, under Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC), 

to carry out an Appropriate Assessment when a plan or project is proposed that may have 

conservation implications for the Natura 2000 site. The first step of the Appropriate 

Assessment process is to establish whether, in relation to a particular plan or project, 

Appropriate Assessment is required. Article 6(3) states: 

 

        ‘Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the 

site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with 

other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the 

site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the 

assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the 

competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if 

appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.’ 

 

There are several guidance documents on the appropriate assessment process including: 

 

• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning 

Authorities (NPWS 2009, Revised February 2010). 

• Circular NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10 (March 2010). 

• EU Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC (2007). 

• Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites. 

Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats 

Directive 92/43/EEC (Nov. 2001 – published 2002). 
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• Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 

92/43/EEC (2000). 

 

Should a decision be reached to the effect that it cannot be said with sufficient certainty 

that the development will not have any significant effect on the Natura 2000 sites, then, as 

is stated above, it is necessary and appropriate to carry out an appropriate assessment of 

the implications of the development for the sites in view of their conservation objectives. 

 

The guidance for Appropriate Assessment (NPWS, 2009, revised February 2010) states: 

“AA is an impact assessment process that fits within the decision-making framework and 

tests of Articles 6(3) and 6(4) and, for the purposes of this guidance, it comprises two main 

elements. Firstly, a Natura Impact Statement – i.e. a statement of the likely and possible 

impacts of the plan or project on a Natura 2000 site (abbreviated in the following guidance 

to “NIS”) must be prepared. This comprises a comprehensive ecological impact assessment 

of a plan or project; it examines the direct and indirect impacts that the plan or project might 

have on its own or in combination with other plans and projects, on one or more Natura 

2000 sites in view of the sites’ conservation objectives. Secondly, the competent authority 

carries out the AA, based on the NIS and any other information it may consider necessary. 

The AA process encompasses all of the processes covered by Article 6(3) of the Habitats 

Directive, i.e. the screening process, the NIS, the AA by the competent authority, and the 

record of decisions made by the competent authority at each stage of the process, up to the 

point at which Article 6(4) may come into play following a determination that a plan or 

project may adversely affect the integrity of a Natura 2000 site”. 

 

 

Appropriate Assessment Stages 

The European Commission’s Guidance promotes a four-stage process to complete the 

Appropriate Assessment. 

Stage 1 – Screening Process 

Stage 2 – Appropriate Assessment 

Stage 3 – Assessment of alternative Solutions 

Stage 4 – Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse impacts 

remain. 

 

Stage 1 and 2 deals with the main requirements of assessment under Article 6.3. Stage 3 

may be part of Article 6.3 or a necessary precursor to Stage 4. 

 

Stage one of this process includes the ecological impact assessment and testing required 

under the provisions of Article 6(3). EU Guidance 1 states: 

“This stage examines the likely effects of a project or plan, either alone or in combination 

with other projects or plans, upon a Natura 2000 site and considers whether it can be 
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objectively concluded that these effects will not be significant. This assessment comprises 

four steps: 

1. Determining whether the project or plan is directly connected with or necessary to the 

management of the site. 

2. Describing the project and the description and characterisation of other projects or plans 

that in combination have the potential for having significant effects on the Natura 2000 site. 

3. Identifying the potential effects on the Natura 2000 site. 

4. Assessing the significance of any effects on the Natura 2000 site.” 

 

The NIS also provides the information required for the Competent Authority to complete 

the Appropriate Assessment (Stage 2) should this be necessary and appropriate in the 

opinion of the Competent Authority. An evaluation of alternatives has also been provided to 

demonstrate that all feasible alternatives for the proposed development have been 

considered and that the option with the least ecological impact has been selected. 
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Appendix 2 

Method Statement Example 
 

Organisation Contact Name Address Contact information 

Baile Beg Community 

Group 

Joe Blogs Main Street, Baile Beg jblogs@gmail.ie 

Mob. 086000000 

    

Project name   Renewal and Replacement of Stiles and Footbridges along river  

Site address / location River Uisce at Baile Beg at the 

following townlands – 

Carramore, Gortnamor, 

Gortnabeg. 

State date September 2018 

Finish date November 2019 

 Name Role 

Personnel involved 

(include relevant 

subcontractors) 

Joe Blogs Chair of Baile Beg Tidy Towns Council 

Ann Blogs Community Volunteer 

Andy Mann Community Volunteer 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Site Supervisor Joe Blogs Contact No. 086 00000000 

Safety Officer Joe Blogs Contact No. 086 0000000 

Key plant and tools 

(attach certification if 

applicable) 

Tractor with front loader and transport box, cordless drills, hand saws and 

various other hand tools 

Key Materials Recycled Plastic Posts and Rails 
Steel Supports and Handrails 
Concrete for post foundations 
Various fixtures and fittings 

Other essential 

equipment 

Life Jackets, Protective clothing – helmets, boots, high-vis vests, gloves, goggles, 

ladders 

mailto:jblogs@gmail.ie
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Chemicals involved and 

controls in place 

 
Concrete materials for foundations of posts (small quantities) 
Concrete will be mixed by hand in designated area away from river bank and will 

be brought to works area using tractor and transport box 

Specific Identified 

Residual Hazards 

See section 4 Hazard identification and Control Measures of Safety Statement 

 

• Slips, Trips and Falls 

• Manual Handling 

• Welfare Facilities 

• Chemicals 

• Mobile Plant 

• Working adjacent to Water 

• Working from heights 

• Access/Egress & Traversing lands 

• Inclement Weather 

 

Specific Operative 

training / competence 

Manual handling 

 

Sequence of operations 

/ activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Renewal/ Replacement of Stiles 

1. Removal of existing wooden stile structure by hand and disposal 
off-site to licenced facility. 

2. Excavation of all necessary post holes by hand. Excavated 
material to be retained for ground reinstatement. Excavated 
material to be stored away from riverbank. 

3. Cut stile posts to length as required and place in excavated post 
holes. 

4. Mix concrete by hand in designated area away from river bank 
and bring to works area using tractor and transport box. 

5. Place concrete material by hand and compact around the post. 
6. Tidy site ensuring no cementitious or earthworks materials enters 

watercourse. 
7. Leave concrete to set around posts. 
8. Reinstate ground as required using previously excavated material. 
9. Remove any surplus material using tractor and transport box to 

off-site licenced facility. 
 

Renewal/ Replacement of Footbridges 
1. Removal of existing wooden footbridge structure by hand and 

disposal off-site to licenced facility. 
2. Excavation of all necessary post holes by hand. Excavated 

material to be retained for ground reinstatement. Excavated 
material to be stored away from riverbank. 

3. Cut footbridge support posts to length as required and place in 
excavated post holes. 

4. Mix concrete by hand in designated area away from river bank 
and bring to works area using tractor and transport box. 
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5. Place concrete material by hand and compact around the post. 
6. Tidy site ensuring no cementitious or earthworks materials enters 

watercourse. 
7. Leave concrete to set around posts. 
8. Fabricate and construct footbridge structure consisting of steel 

supports, recycled plastic decking and metal handrails away from 
works area. 

9. Move footbridge deck structure to works area using tractor and 
front loader.  Place footbridge deck structure in required position 
and connect to any/all required support posts necessary. 

10. Cut all necessary horizontal rails and horizontal runners as 
required for access/egress arrangements onto footbridge deck 
and erect on posts as required. 

11. Reinstate ground as required using previously excavated material. 
12. Remove any surplus material using tractor and transport box to 

off-site licenced facility. 
 

Method of access and 

egress to work areas 

• Via existing bankside paths 

• Ladders, as required for erection/dismantling of footbridges 

Temporary Supports and 
Props needed to 
facilitate the works 

None 

Biosecurity Measurers 

for works in / near 

riparian zones 

o  
• All mixing of concrete material to be in designated area away from river 

bank. Concrete materials to be delivered to works area using tractor and 
transport box and all surplus materials to be removed and disposed off-
site to licensed facility. 

• All excavation to be carried out by hand. 

• Excavated material to be stored away from riverbank for re-use on 
completion of stile/footbridge. Any surplus material to be removed and 
disposed off-site to licensed facility. 

 

Other environmental 

considerations 

 

• Works to be suspended in times of rainfall to prevent risk of run-off of 
earthworks material into the watercourse. 
 

Items for review 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by  Date  Signature  

Reviewed by  Date  Signature  

Approved by  Date  Signature  
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Appendix 3 – Planning Application Notice 

 
SCHEDULE 3 

PRESCRIBED NOTICES 

 

Form no. 1                                                                                                Article 19  

SITE NOTICE 

(please see directions for completion overleaf) 

 

 

NAME OF PLANNING AUTHORITY. 1  

SITE NOTICE  

I, ___________________2, intend to apply for permission / retention permission / outline 

permission/ permission consequent on the grant of outline permission (Ref. No. of outline 

permission)3 for development at this site  

_________________________________________________________________________

________4  

The development will consist/consists5 of 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

___________________________6  

The planning application may be inspected, or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 

reasonable cost of making a copy, at the offices of the planning authority during its public 

opening hours.  

A submission or observation in relation to the application may be made in writing to the 

planning authority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20, within the period of 5 weeks 

beginning on the date of receipt by the authority of the application and such submissions or 

observations will be considered by the planning authority in making a decision on the 

application.  The planning authority may grant permission subject to or without conditions, or 

may refuse to grant permission. 

 Signed: ___________________7  

Date of erection of site notice: __________________8  
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Appendix 4 – Notifiable Actions 

 

Notifiable Actions - Habitats 

See https://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions/listed-habitats-and-

species for full details. 

 

Grasslands 

• 2.1 Upland grasslands, Scree, inland cliff 

• 2.2 Dry lowland grasslands  

• 2.3 Wet lowland grasslands  

• 2.4 Limestone pavements  

• 2.5 Turloughs  

 

Blanket Bogs and Heaths 

• 3.1 Blanket bog 

• 3.2 Heath (including juniper scrub) 

 

Raised Bogs and Fens 

• 4.1 Raised bog, cutaway bog and bog woodland 

• 4.2 Fens, transition mires, petrifying springs 

 

Woodlands 

• 5.1 Woodlands 

• 5.2 Scrub 

 

Wetlands 

• 6.1 Rivers or streams 

• 6.2 Lakes, ponds, canals  

• 6.3 Marshes and reedbeds  

 

Artificial Habitats and Miscellaneous 

• 7.1 Ditches, hedges, cereals and intensive grasslands, walls, buildings 

 

 

Notifiable Actions - Species 
 

• 8.1 Lesser horseshoe bat  

• 8.2 Grey seal, common seal, bottle-nosed dolphin, harbour porpoise  

https://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions/listed-habitats-and-species
https://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/notifiable-actions/listed-habitats-and-species
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• 8.3 River lamprey, sea lamprey, brook lamprey, salmon, twaite shad  

• 8.4 Killarney shad  

• 8.5 Vertigo species, shining sickle moss  

• 8.6 Killarney fern, otter, marsh fritillary, Kerry slug  

• 8.7 Slender naiad  

• 8.8 Marsh saxifrage  

• 8.9 Petalwort  
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Notifiable Actions – Rivers and Streams 

 

Actions are divided into Section A and B 

 

SECTION A 

Please note that the activities listed in Section A are required to be notified to the Minister 

for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment and should not be undertaken 

before consent. 

 

THE MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS, CLIMATE ACTION AND THE ENVIRONMENT IS 

REQUIRED TO BE NOTIFIED IN RELATION TO THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES AND SUCH 

ACTIVITIES SHOULD NOT PROCEED WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT: 

• grazing of livestock above a sustainable density (as defined in approved farm plans) 

within 30m of the river or stream/grazing by livestock treated within the previous 

week with a pesticide which leaves persistent residues in the dung within 30m of the 

river or stream 

• supplementary feeding of stock within 30m of the river or stream 

• adding lime within 30m of the river or stream 

• adding fertiliser of any sort within 30m of the river or stream 

• extracting water for irrigation or other purposes 

• operation of boat angling or shore angling business 

• restocking with fish 

• reclamation, infilling, ploughing or land drainage within 30m of the river or stream 

•  reseeding 

•  planting of trees or any other species within 30m of the river or stream 

• removal of trees or any aquatic vegetation within 30m of the river or stream 

• use of any pesticide or herbicide in the river or stream or within 30m of the river or 

stream 

• dumping rubbish or other materials or disposing of any chemicals or wastes in 

streams or rivers or into water-courses running into them 

• dumping, burning or storing any materials within 30m of the river or stream 

including the land spreading of used pesticides (e.g. sheep dip) 

• alteration of the banks, channel, bed or flow of the river or stream 

• harvesting or burning of reed or willow 

• causing siltation 

• operation of commercial recreation facilities (e.g. bird watching tours) 

• introduction (or re-introduction) into the wild of plants or animals of species not 

currently found in the area 

• any other activity of which notice may be given by the Minister from time to time 
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SECTION B 

Please note that the activities listed in Section B may, and in most cases do, require a licence 

or consent from another statutory authority (e.g. the local planning authority, the Minister 

for the Marine and Natural Resources, or the Minister for Agriculture and Food).  

 

If so, these notifiable actions do not apply.  

 

However, if such activities are not regulated by another statutory authority, the said 

activities are required to be notified to the Minister for The Environment and Local 

Government. 

 

• developing leisure facilities including golf courses, sports pitches, caravan or camping 

facilities. 

• any activity which might cause pollution of the river or stream  

• removal of soil, mud, gravel, sand or minerals 

• developing roads or car parks 

• construction of fences, buildings or embankments 

• construction or operation of an aquaculture facility. 

• fishing for eels or salmon 

• creation of weirs and dams 
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Appendix 5 – Sample application to NPWS 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO CARRY OUT AN OPERATION OR ACTIVITY ON A 
SITE TO WHICH THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (BIRDS AND NATURAL HABITATS) 
REGULATIONS 2011 (SI NO. 477 OF 2011), APPLY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
REGULATION 30 OF THOSE REGULATIONS. 
 

For Completion by Applicant 

 

1. Applicant’s Name:  

Baile Beg Tidy Towns Committee_______________________________________ 

 

 

2. Applicant’s Address & Telephone Number:  ,  

Main Street, Baile Beg, Co Mayo_______________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Nature of the operation/activity for which the permission is sought.  Please outline 

the following with as much detail as possible: 

 

- Purpose of the activity:  

To replace old and worn out stiles with new ones made from recycled 

plastic ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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- Current or existing use of the site / location:  

Existing riverbank used for angling and walking________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

- Proposed future use of the location:  

Angling and Walking_______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

- Methods proposed:  

Remove existing broken stiles and replace with recycled plastic stiles. See 

attached detailed method statement for more information.________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

- Type of machinery / equipment to be used (if any):  

Hand tools will be used, with tractor to transport material through 

farmers field. ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

- Timing and duration of the proposed work:  

January 2018 – March 2018___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

- How is it proposed to access the site:  

By foot along existing pathway___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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4.  Please attach a map indicating the precise location and extent of the proposed works 

including the access route.  Photographs can also be attached 

 

 

 

 

For completion by NPWS staff: 

 

ARC/NA Reference Number: __________________________________ 

 

Received in NPWS date: _____________________________________ 

 

Received by NPWS:_________________________________________ 
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Appendix 6 – Biodiversity Record Card 
 

Biodiversity Record Card 
 

Your name  

Your email  

Date  
 

Name of townland where 
recorded 

 

Name of River 
 

 

County 
 

 

Grid reference (You can locate 
grid reference at following site:  
www.gridreference.ie) 

 

 

Species Group Please 
tick 

 Species Name (Be specific e.g. otter, 
kingfisher, salmon, mallard duck etc.) 

Amphibians & reptiles    

Birds     

Bumblebees   Number seen  

Butterflies     

Dragonfly   

Freshwater fish   Life stage if relevant (e.g. larva, adult etc) 

Grasshopper & Cricket    

Hoverfly     

Invasive Species   Observation Type (e.g. sighting of live animal,  

Jellyfish   roadkill, dead animal etc) 

Ladybirds    

Leaf miners    

Lichens   Habitat (e.g. agricultural land, wood etc) 

Mammal    

Marine-inshore    

Moth   Any other comments: 

Other species    

Sea turtle    

Shieldbugs    

Solitary bees    

Vascular plant    
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